The Merchant of Venice Study Guide Act II, Scenes 1-4
Scene 1.

What chance is the Prince of Morocco planning to take at Portia’s house?  

Scene 2. 

Launcelot’s Soliloquy 

	What the fiend says…
	What the conscience says…
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What words would you use to describe Launcelot, who purposely confuses his father, Old Gobbo?  

Friendly, lazy, honest, helpful, manipulative, mischievous, pleasant, obnoxious, respectful, selfish, responsible, studios, likeable, appreciative, funny, mean, care-free, studious, …
add your own: ________________________________________________________________________________
	Why does Launcelot want to quit working for Shylock? 
	What evidence validates or supports his reason for quitting? 

	
	

	Should we trust Launcelot’s opinion of Shylock? 

	Yes/No

because…




Scene 3. 

Why does Jessica say that her father Shylock’s house is “hell”?
Scene 4.

What do Lorenzo and Jessica plan to do?  

Act II Scenes 1-4:

How do Launcelot’s and Jessica’s opinions of Shylock shape our opinion of Shylock? 

Act II Scenes 1-4

Although Shylock does not appear in these scenes, how is he perceived? 
	Launcelot’s Opinion of Shylock
	Jessica’s Opinion of Shylock

	
	

	How do these characters’ feelings about Shylock affect our feelings about Shylock?

	

	What do you think of Shylock at this point?

	


