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Welcome to first term!  Here’s what we will be learning:

British Literature!!

· We will be studying the long and varied history of British writing.  We will also read many selections from early British literature including Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, Othello and Shakespeare’s sonnets and plays.
· We will learn new literary terms and the various elements of British literature and poetry.

Senior Project!!
· We will begin the exciting journey called The Senior Project.  The project has five main parts (post-high school planning, community involvement, position paper, class gift, and the speech) but during term one, we will be focusing on post-high school planning, community involvement and the position paper.
· Post-high school planning:  you will choose your mentor-teacher and begin to establish your year-long working relationship with him or her.  This teacher will act as your support person not only for the senior project, but also for all the new challenges that come with preparing for your life beyond high school.
· Community involvement:  you will choose a project in which you can share your strengths and interests with the world outside Veritas.  While I will help you with ideas and we will do some brainstorming and research in class, you are ultimately responsible for choosing your activity and seeing it through.  After you choose your project, you will preview it for the class, carry it through in the community, and write a reflection paper on the experience.
Classroom Procedures:

Warm-ups

· We will have a warm up each day. They will focus on what is being done in class and you are expected to write your answers down in a notebook and be prepared for them to be collected.

Journals
· We will journal for the first 5 minutes of every class.  Monday- Thursday we will write in response to a prompt while Friday is more open and is a free write. We know that this habit has been proven to enhance writing skills and proficiency. 
Good Things

· This is our time to share good things happening in our lives with one another. We will start and end our week with good things.
Lesson

· About 30 minutes of each class period will be spent on the content of the lesson for the day.  This time will be spent learning new concepts, reading, writing, and doing lots of different activities to enhance understanding.
Grammar

· We will be conquering grammar!  On Block days, we will have a mini-lesson on the grammar concept for the week. 
Closure
· I will launch you into the rest of your day at the end of each class with:
· A summary of what we did that day
· A question to discuss and think about
Class Website

· There is a class website for you to use as a resource. I will post what happened each day as well as upload and paper handouts I have for you to download and print. You can find the website at www.mrpaltzer.weebly.com
Binders:
· You need to keep an organized 3-ring binder for this class.  Your different sections should be:   vocabulary, grammar, lessons, writing workshop, and miscellaneous.

Absentee Policy & Late Work:

· If you are absent, you missed something! Not just the assignment but the class discussion and reading. If you miss class there will be an addition assignment to compensate for that lost knowledge.  You will find that assignment along with what we did in class that day in our “what you missed” notebook.
· Assignments should be ready to turn in at the beginning of class on the due date. Make sure your full heading is on the paper. (First and Last Name, Date, Period ___).

· Late work- I want you to do all the work assigned! That being said each assignment loses 10% each day it is late! After five days it stops losing points and is worth as much as 50%. It is not possible to pass the class turning everything in late.

· Excused absences result in an extension of the same number of days. 

Retakes:
You have the option to retake or revise any major assignment, essay, test or quiz in this class. 
Grading:

Grading is new this year. We will be using standards based Grading for this class. Each standard will be assessed on a four point scale. 4 is proficient, 3 is meeting expectations, 2 is below and 1 is in need of review. Each standard can be retaken and will be reassessed many times throughout the year. 
· Tests/quizzes, Papers (standards assessment)(60%)

· Speeches (20%)

· Assignments/homework( accountability) (20%)

Please also familiarize yourself with the Veritas Hand Book for all school policies.

Office Hours:

I am available before and after school from 7:45-8:15 A.M. and 3:15-3:45P.M. 

Thank you and I look forward to working with you!  
Missing assignment policy

As I view each assignment as important to your learning process, I’ve developed a new policy to address any missing assignments.  If you come to class having not done your work (for any reason) you will be required to call home and explain that you did not do/complete your work for the class. The phone calls will be made either in class, DST or after school at my discretion. My hope is by involving your parents in this matter not only can we work together to curb this habit, but also involve them in your studies.  Your first assignment is below, I need the number we can call and your parents signature indicating they have read this and understand my policy. If there are any questions or concerns feel free to address my at my email jpaltzer@seedsofhealth.org or reach me at 414-389-5571.

Name: ____________________




Grade: ______________________

Parent Name(s): ____________________    

Best number(s) to reach you: _________________

Parent Signature(s):_________________



Student signature: ___________________


