Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice

Study Guide: Act 1: Scenes 1-3

Scene 1

1. Antonio: “In sooth, I know not why I am so sad…”
	Why is Antonio so sad?

	What his friends think…
	What you think…

	
	


2. Why does Bassanio ask Antonio for money? 
Scene 2

1.How does Portia feel about her deceased father’s 
method of selecting a husband for her? 

2.Do you think that Portia’s father’s test seems 
like a good one? Why or why not?

3. How does Portia feel about Bassanio in comparison to her other suitors?

	Other Suitors
	Bassanio

	
	


Scene 3: 

1.Bassanio invites Shylock to eat with Antonio and him, but Shylock refuses. What reasons does he give? 

Antonio and Shylock sign a bond (contract) stating that Antonio would borrow three thousand ducats from Shylock for three months.  After three months, if Antonio could not pay off his debt to Shylock, Shylock would remove a pound of Antonio’s flesh from his body. (Ouch!) Complete the R.A.F.T. writing activity on the next page…

R.A.F.T. Writing Soliloquy
Role: Select one of these characters: Bassanio, Antonio, Shylock, or Portia
Audience: Nobody except the audience (no other characters in the play)

Format: Soliloquy: a character speaking to himself/herself and reveals his/her innermost thoughts and feelings
Topic: The bond (contract) that Antonio has agreed to give a pound of flesh if he doesn’t repay his debt to Shylock or that Portia has no choice in the selection of her future husband  
*Thou should challenge yourself to write the soliloquy using Shakespearean language! It’s not required; it’s just more fun!
Example:

Role: Antonio

Audience: Nobody

Format: Soliloquy

Topic: The bond

Antonio: Methinks this is a bad idea! How stupid of me to sign my life away! I want to help Bassanio, but t’is not a smart choice! I should really think this through. Oh, what am I doing!?...If something terrible happens…
Character:____________________
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