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The Scarlet Letter:
Essay Assignment


First, you are going to write a literary analysis of The Scarlet Letter.  A literary analysis is just what it sounds like: “analyzing” (dissecting, breaking down, examining the parts of) a work of literature.  Begin with a plan: I need to see some sort of prewriting, whether it is an outline, a jot list, a web, or something else that works for you.  You must write at least two drafts.  

Part of your job for this project is also that of editor.  Using the Ratiocination process (Powepoint to follow), edit another student’s work.  Note also what they did well or what you liked about their writing as well as what they could improve (aside from the Ratiocination guidelines).  


I assume you know the standard lecture regarding plagiarism.  Since this is mostly “out of class” in the drafting and revising stage, I cannot stand over you like a hawk and force you to be honest in your writing as I could if we were writing in class; however, turnitin.com doesn’t make mistakes and will catch what I couldn’t. Word of advice: most of those papers for sale on the Internet are absolute rubbish.  You could write circles around those hacks on your worst day.  Just in case you’re still not convinced, anyone caught plagiarizing will have to wear a scarlet letter P and receive a zero on the assignment.

You will be assessed on the following standards. 

1.Analyze character, plot, setting, theme, and point of view in any piece of literature.
2.Make supported inferences; make predictions about plot, setting, characters, and theme
3.Use textual evidence to analyze theme or meaning of a selection.

Your analysis should be based around whether or not Hester Prynne is a good mother. You need to use textual evidence to prove your thesis.



You should of course of impeccable spelling and grammar in your final draft. Remember your job is to convince your audience ( me) of your thesis. Supporting facts and quotes will helps this and should be cited accordingly. 



