Baker 3

Course Syllabus for Language A1, English 11

2014 - 2015 School Year – Spring Semester

Instructor:  Mr. Paltzer

E-mail: 

Phone Number 

Course Description

Language A, Level I, (IB English 11) involves the study of literature, language structure, vocabulary, composition, speech, drama, and poetry.  The critical analysis of literature, drama and poetry promotes understanding not only of important societal themes, but, also of the unique styles of the individual authors studied.  All course literature is required by the IBO.  This course prepares students to take the IB Language A Exam in spring of their senior year.  Two internal IB assessments will be completed in this course.  

Re-Take/Make-Up Policy - The new 21st Century Grading Policy asserts that students should be given the opportunity to fix mistakes.  The following process will be the re-take policy for Ms. Baker’s Assessments.
1. In order to have the opportunity to redo an assignment, you need show that all the homework from the unit has been completed and submit it prior to completing the redo assessment.  It is your responsibility to hold onto the practice and present it before taking the redo.

2. All redos or make-up assessments must be completed within a one-week period after the assessment has been returned to the class.  No re-takes will be allowed after that time frame.  This is for your benefit – it is too difficult to be working on current assignments while making up older work.

3. Re-takes/make-ups must be scheduled with M. Paltzer ahead of time.  He is available during Freshman ELO and after school in room 307.

Standards Based Grading Vocabulary:

A “DO” – To complete a “DO”, you complete the assignment when it is assigned and submit it on or before the due date.

A “REDO” – To complete a “REDO”, you complete the assignment when it is assigned and submit it on or before the due date.  You are unhappy with your score and complete a redo of the assignment within a week after the class has received the graded assignment.  You also have provided evidence that  you completed all the practice associated with this assignment.

A “DO DO” (Ms. Baker does NOT like “DO DO”) – To complete a “DO DO”, you submit a late assignment prior to the “REDO” deadline.  “DO DO” assignments CANNOT BE REDONE, so make sure you are confident in what you submit.

Student Progress

1. Class Website: MrPaltzer.weebly.com  This website lists all my classes and has a copy of all major class assignments posted on it.  It's great for keeping tabs on daily homework and what's coming up.  If a student is out sick, you can always check it to see what he

  

2.  Students and parents will be able to check attendance, grades, etc. via the new MPS Infinite Campus.  More information will be released soon about the new Infinite Campus program.

 

Course Layout —Layout cites major works to be completed.  Please be aware that there will be several smaller assignments and possible quizzes for each topic listed.  Please note that each semester is divided into three, six-week terms.  You will receive a report card for each term, but will take only one final exam at the end of each semester.
Semester One:
Unit One
-Poetry of Pablo Neruda


-Assessment – Group Presentation on Neruda’s Background

-Assessment – Poetry Analysis – Mini Oral Commentary

Unit Two:
-The Sand Child – Tahar Ben Jelloun

-Assessments – Quote Analysis & Socratic Seminar
Unit Three


-Fiela’s Child – Dalene Matthee

-Assessment – Beyond the Novel Presentation

   *With each unit, you’ll need to complete two IB Assessments:  a Reflective Writing at the beginning of the unit and a Supervised Writing at the end of the unit.
*We will work on vocabulary throughout the semester.  We will be using the same green vocabulary book you used in tenth grade.  If you no longer have that book, you are required to purchase it for $15 by the end of the second week of school.  

Classroom Rules

1. Be Respectful

2. Be Responsible
3. Be Safe
Supportive Feedback

Verbal recognition, Positive notes, Husky Bucks, calls home, other incentives to be determined.  

Corrective Actions
1.  First time a student breaks a rule:  Reminder or one-on-one conference.

2.  Second time: permanent change of seat and one-on-one conference. 

3.  Third time:  Call parents

4.  Fourth time OR severe cause:
  Call Parents and send to administrator.

PLAGIARISM - Plagiarism is the act of using another individual’s words or thoughts and passing them off as one’s own.  Copying down one sentence or an entire paper is considered plagiarism.  Any paper that contains any plagiarized material will receive a zero.  If you are uncertain about incorporating resource material into your paper, ask before submitting your paper.
-Please note that if you allow another student to copy your work both of students will receive a zero on that assignment and face disciplinary action.  The second offense of plagiarism/copying may result is a U for the semester.

FINAL NOTE

With your help and support, students can look forward to an exciting and productive semester at Ronald Reagan High School. Education must be a team effort and I look forward to working with you to push your student to his/her highest potential.  If you have any questions or need addition information, please feel free to call me at 304-6239 or email bakercx@milwaukee.k12.wi.us.  I will reply to your call or email at my earliest convenience.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parent/Guardian

Student Acknowledgement Form

Please return this portion to Ms. Baker

We have received, read, and understand the course syllabus and the expectations for the English 11 course.  

_____________________________










Name of Student (Printed)



Signature of Student
  

______________________________

_______






Name of Parent/Guardian



Signature of Parent/Guardian 

____________________________________________


Phone Number (Home, Work, or Cell)




_____________________________________________

* Preferred Email address – I can email parents more frequently than I can call.

Parent Homework:

1.  Please explain one or more things you would like me to know about your student.

